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that he would kill Cesare Borgia if he but had the op-
portunity, whilst Vitelli swore solemnly that within a
year he would slay or capture the Duke, or else drive
him out of Italy.
From this it will be seen that the diet of Magione
was no mere defensive alliance, but actually an offen-
sive one, with the annihilation of Cesare Borgia for
object.
They certainly had the power to carry out their res-
olutions, for whilst Cesare disposed at that moment
of not more than twenty-five hundred foot, three
hundred men-at-arms, and the one hundred lances of
his Caesarean guard of patricians, the confederates
had in arms some nine thousand foot and one thou-
sand horse. Conscious of their superior strength, they
determined to strike at once, before Cesare should be
further supported by the French lances, and to make
sure of him by assailing him on every side at once. To
this end it was resolved that Bentivogli should in-
stantly march upon Imola, where Cesare lay, whilst
the others should possess themselves of Urbino and
Pesaro simultaneously.
They even approached Florence and Venice in the
matter, inviting the Republics to come into the league
against Valentinois.
The Florentines, however, could not trust such ene-
mies of their own as Vitelli and the Orsini, nor dared
they join in an enterprise which had for scope to make
war upon an ally of France; and they sent word to
Cesare of their resolve to enter into no schemes
against him.
The Venetians would gladly have moved to crush a
man who had snatched the Romagna from under their